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all opted, for mo any years, the brin- 


; ciples of thoſe ancient and modern divines 
who bad the reputation of being moſt or- 
modo. Tor ſome ti me paſt, he hath pre- 
tumed to judge for bimfelk; and has in 


few particu! irs s departed, not without ſome 


TN dence, * om that whom ho 


„444.4 


20 Coca ned 
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the great luminaries ts the zolpet. Though 


os hereby ſeems a friend to private judg- 
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individual ought to be embraced in oppoſi- — 
tion to long-received ſentiments, before thoſe | 
. ſentiments are ſhewn erroneous, and unleſs 1 
the new opinion 15 founded upon princi— | 


; ples of reaſon or revelation. The author : 


Having -ndeavoured to refute the bolition — 


that Tejas died read of un, and believing 5 


that he has both renſon and rev clation on. 


his kde, humbly ſubmits what appears to 


him to | be the ends of Chit 8 death, to the 


haves: . will give l im 


5 


credit for. the prof. Ton, that he has the 
glory of his Creator, and the gοũ of man- 
kind, greatly at heart. W hether either of 
theſe laudable ends Will be proindted by the 
enſuing treatile, it i not in his power FRY 
determine: but, however that may be, he 
has the ſccret ſatibfi tion of intoning well 


and 


FRE AER: 

and whether he has offered a juſt explana- 

tion of the ways of God to man, or not, he 

has confidence in the candour of learned 
men, that his good intentions will ſcreen 


him from the ſeverity of cenſure. 


Plain and Rational Account 
& Sy 


MAN's SALVATION 


JESUS CHRIST. 


1 due time ri died 1 the a 
5 Ron. v. 1 


5 PE time we are to underſtand the moſt con- 
D venient time, the time which God judged 
moſt proper, and may be the time that he fixed 
upon from the foundation of the world, the time 
when the T 2 ſhould bruiſe the Meffah's 5 
heel. 
From theſe words, Chrif died for the ungodly, 
and ſuch like expreſſions, it has been frequently 
' Us | | B | | ſaid, 
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ſaid, that Jeſus dicd in our flead, or inſtead of us: 
a doctrine that ſeeins to have been wholly found- 
ed upon the meaning of wo Greek prepoſitions, d 
tranſlated into our language by the word for, 
which like the Greck words doth ſometimes ſig- 
nity inſtead of. But when this is admitted, it muſt 
not, it cannot be denied, that they are often em- 
2 ployed to convey the idca of on account of, for 
the jake MH. In this ſenſe it was, in our humble 


opinion, that Chriſt died for the ungodly ; ; not 


8 inſtead of them, but on their account, or for their 


ſakes: and our reaſons for thinking to are—1.We 


Jearn from the v ritings of the fame apollle, that 
= Chrijt died for the fins of t : the ungodly. Here the | 


th CO Emes on Aren of, or for the ſakr of, in the follow- 
ing pallages :—1/h,5 I vill give for the life of the wworld, John 
vi. 51. That ye faint nat at my tribulations for you, Eph. iii. 
13. Chrift Jdicd for vir Jins, 1 Cor. xv. 3. Worthy of the 
lingdim / Gud for which ye ſuffer, 2 Theſl. i. 5,—Among 
bcathen writers it is uſed in the ſame lenſe—Az7xvrouns d 02 
aid, Lucian. A learned commentator, who endeavours to 
_ perſuade his readers that Jeſus died inſtead of offending man, 
confeſſeth that de doth in ſome places ſignify on account /, 
as in that ſentence Ay are they then baptized for the dead? 
Ari alſo ſignifies on account of in the following texts: For 
this cauſe jball a man leave his father and his muther, Eph. v. 31. 
Who for the joy that vas ſet before him, Heb. xii. 2. That take 
and give unto them for thee and me, Matt. xvii. 27.—lt is 
uſed in the ſame ſigniſication by Demoſthenes—Arr PT. 
Tiga a. De Corone | 


prepolition 
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prepoſition dung cannot ſignify inflead of, but 
mult be underſtood to ſignify cn account of, or 
For the ſake of. When therefore we read that our 
Lord died for the ungodly, we are to underſtand 
_ that he died on account of the ſins of the un- 
godly.—2. We cannot find what ſort of death 
Jeſus died inſtead of man. The death he with -- 
derwent was that of crucifixion. Was it ever 
revealed, was it ever ſurmiſed, that man was to 
be crucified for his offences? No. We have no 
reaſon then to believe that Jeſus f uffered that death 
Inſtead of us. Dr. Whitby was of opinion that 


cc the Gentiles were not ſubject to the particu- 


lar maledictions contained in the law of Moſes, | 
| becauſe that law was not given to them, but 
only to the Jews.” Now if all mankind were 

liable to the puniſhment threatened to the firſt | 

tranſgreſſion, and the Gentiles were not ſubject 
to the death or curſe of crucifixion, then cruci- 
fixion was not the puniſhment denounced upon 
Adam and his poſterity. Did Jeſus die, or ſuffer 


a a ſeparation of foul and body, inſtead of us? 


No; that death every man ſuffers himſelf. Was 
the death que to our firſt parents, for diſohe- 
dience, eternal death, i. e. eternal miſery, as 
too many have erroneouſly aflerted * Who 
will ſay that the Son of God felt the miſery of 
this death? I believe there will not be found 
FF ᷑ 1x one 
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one perſon who will be daring enough to ſay 
this. We may reaſonably conclude then " 
Jeſus did not die inſtead of the ungodly * __ 
If it ſhall be aſked, why then did he die? 
We anſwer, becauſe his death was neceflary to 
our ſalvation ; ; which we ſhall endeavour to 
put in ſuch a point of view, as will evince the 
truth of the opinion, and make the ſcheme of 
our ſalvation a pleaſing object of contemplation. 
It has indeed been thought that the Almighty 
could have remitted the offences of man, and 
made him partaker of heavenly bliſs, if he had 
been ſo diſpoſed, by his own free will. But we 
are of opinion that he could not do this confiſt- 
_ ently with the character of a juſt judge, whoſe 


duty it is to order the infliction of the decreed 
puniſhment for the diſcouragement of future of- 


fence—of a wiſe legiſlator, who finds it neceſ- 
ſary to take care that the ſentence of condem- 
nation be duly executed, for the better ſecurity | 
of obedience to his laws in future—of a lover 
of righteouſneſs, the ſinner being conſigned to 
another maſter—and of an all-wiſe Being, doing 
nothing in vain for pardon of ſin, _ admiſſion 


1 hs like manner may all the reaſoning, and all the 8 
of ſcripture, formerly urged to prove that Jeſus died inſtead 


of us, be fully and fairly anſwered, till! it be ſhev n what 
denth he died inftend of 1 us. 


into 
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into heaven, would be of no advantage to a 
ſinner, who, while he continued ſuch, could not 
: be happy in that ſeat of bleſſedneſs. 
If Jehovah could not, conſiſtently with his = 
character, ech ſinful man, man muſt die by 
the terms of the firſt covenant. Hence aroſe 
the neceſſity « fa Mediator, to effect a reconcilia- 
tion between God and man. 
If the Father be a God of mercy, that amiable 
attribute would diſpoſe him either to propoſe or 
liſten to terms of accommodation, and to enter 
into a new covenant with man; not to avert the 
execution of the ſentence paſſed upon offenders 
under the former covenant (for the execution 
of a law, by inflicting the puniſhment de- 
' nounced, was as neceflary as the enacting it), 
but to raiſe us, after having ſuffered the puniſh- 
ment, from death to life we ſay, the amiable at- 
tribute of mercy would diſpoſe God to enter into 
4 new covenant, if a ſuitable mediator could be 
found : and if the Father be a God of juſtice, 5 
and made us rational and free agents, it cannot 
be queſtioned that his mercy would ſhew itſelf 
in ſuch a manner, in this new covenant, as 
would be conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt rules of 
Juſtice, and with the reaſon and free agency of 
man. Hence it ſeems reaſonable to believe 
that he would reveal to us, by the Mediator, the 
| S232 - ended 
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method by which our forfcited n might 
be regained - that he would likewiſe employ the 
moſt effectual means to incenſe us againſt vice, 
and to excite us to recover our purity, the want 
of which is the ſole obſtacle to our cternal fclicity 
that upon man ſhewing an earneſt deſire to 
become pure as his Maker is pure, and manifeſt- 
| ing that deſire by the moſt reſolute and perſever- 
ing endeavours, he would, upon the requeſt of 
the Mediator, afford him ſome aſſiſtance to carry 
him on to the required perfection and that if 
the Mediator could deliver him out of the priſon 
of dcath, and pr eſent him at the heavenly throne 
of grace as an object deſerving mercy (having 
made all the ſatisfaction in his power for having 
violated the legiſlative authority of the Father, 
by taking ſhame to himſelf, by confeſſion and 
Contrition, by purifying his affections, and a more 
circumſ pect behaviour), he would give him a 
place in his celeſtial kingdom; pardoning mere 
infirmities, the infirmities of Adam, who was led 
into tranſgreſſion by the impoſition ot a crafty 
angelic ſpirit; and the infirmities of us his de- 
ſcendants, as deriving a corrupted nature from 5 
a corri; ptcd ock. 
Such ſeems to * the myftery of God's will, 
which he bath purpojed in bimjcif, accerding 0 
his good pierfure ; wherein be bath abounded to us 
12 
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in all wiſdom and prudence : which we ſhall now 
_ endeavour to make good. GE 
In the firſt place then we obſerve, that Je lus 
Chriſt was a ſuitable Mcediator.—lt ſeems ne- 
ceſſary for a Mediator that he ſhould be free 
from the offence for which he mediates forgive- 
neſs; and, further, that in this caſc he ſhould 
be perfect in holineſs, becauſe God cannot be 
ſuppoſed to grant favours to any being at the 
| interceſſion of a ſinner. In theſe reſpects Jeſus 
_ was undoubtedly a ſuitable Mediator, as will be 
ſeen below. —* It was neceflary,” faith Philo, 
& that he who performs the oflice of a prieſt to 
the Father of the world, ſhould have for his 
advocate his Son, moſt perfect in virtue, to obtain 
the pardon of hn, on the participation of the 
greateſt bleſſings *.”—* The Mediator,” faith 
Lactantius, ce Was to be an u of virtue aud 
holineſs to the redeemed 4.“ 
A Mediator ſhould be a perſon having a tender 
commiſeration for the offender, and an intereſt 
Vith the offended to procure pardon and bleſſings 
In future. Now the Meſſiah cannot but have 


the tendereſt concern ſor man, as he created 
him for e and therefore may be fup- 


1 De Vit Moſ. 
+ De Ver. Sapient. lib. i iv. p. 430. 5 
34 poſed 
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poſed folicitous to procure it for him. The ſame 
| Meffiah muſt be ſuppoſed to have the moſt 


| Powerful intereſt with the great God Jehovah, as 


he is confeſſed to be his beſt beloved Son. 


It may be ſuppoſed alſo, from St. Paul's Epiſtle 
to Timothy, that a Mediator ſhould be a partaker 
of the nature of the offended and of the offender. 


There is one Mediator between God and man, the 


nan Chriſt Jeſus, who is alſo the Son of God. 
Philo ſeems to have entertained this opinion; 
ſaying that © the Father of all things hath granted 
4 to his moſt ancient Word an excellent gift, viz. 
6 that, ſtanding in the confines of both, he 
« ſhould make a difference betwixt the Maker 
cc and the thing made, as being an interceſſor 
for mortal man to the immortal God, and an 
cc ambaſſador from the king to his ſubject; 5 
„ which gift he rejoiceth, ſaying, And I ſtood 
r betwixt God and you; being neither unbe- 
„ gotten as God, nor made as we are, but a 


* middle of the extremes *. In another place, 


—* If I may ſay the rruth, a middle between | 
« both; that men may atone God by a Medi- 


* ator, and God may reach forth and diſtri- 
e bute his favours by a certain miniſter . 


* Quis Rer. Divin. Hare. f De Monarch. 


| Our 


ACCOUNT or Man” 8 SALVATION. 9 


Our Mediator ought to be of the ſame nature 

with us, that he might experience the variety 
and power of temptations; and thereby be more 

urgent in his interceſſions for us, even to ſtrong 
crying and tears; as well as to give us an example 
of the poſſibility of overcoming temptations to fin, 
and of practiſing every virtue *: and of the ſame 


nature with the party offended, that he might 


know, and preſs upon us, the abſolute neceflity 
of our conforming to the will of the Creator. 
Jeſus was a proper Mediator in theſe caſes, 
having been expoſed to the alluring and terri- | 


5 ting temptations of the enemy ; and by exhort- 


ing us to that holineſs which ſhone conſpicuouſly 
In the F ather, teaching us hereby that we could 
have no enjoyment in his preſence, unleſs we 
become holy as he is holy. © Had our Media- 
tor been God alone,” ſays Lactantius, © he 
could not have afforded us examples of vir- 
tue; if he had been man alone, he could not 
«© have prevailed on us to obſerve the laws of 
ce juſtice, unleſs his virtue and authority had 
been greater than thoſe of men ; for, 
cc being without this carnal body of ours, he 


+ Oportet magiſtrum doctoremque virtutis hominum ſimil- 
limum fieri; ut, vincendo peccatum, doceat hominem vinci 
ab eo poſſe peccatum,—LaQan. de Vera Sapien. lib. iv. 
p- 428, I Ib. p. 430. pg 
nh 55 ce could 
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T coold not practiſe what he ſhould have 
„ taught*.” | 
For which reaſon that author dec laws that nci- | 


1 * mere man, nor God alone, could be a Com- 


petent inſtructor of the world: not man, unleſs 
he was God alſo, that by his divine authority he 
might lay upon man an abſolute neceſſity of 
ſubmitting to his injunctions; not God, unleſs 
be was man allo, that by practiſing his own pre- 
cepts he might convince others of the neceſſity 
1 5 of yielding obedience to them 6. 


A Mediator is in ſome caſes ref; ponſible lor 


whe future good behaviour of the offender, and 


for his pardon and reconciliation with the per- 


fon offended. Hence he is called a pledge to 
both parties by Philo: to the Creator, engag- 
ing that all mankind ſhall not corrupt itſelf, 
and apoſtatize; to the creature, that he may 
have a good hope that the merciful God will 
not wholly overlook his own work—for I de- 
nounce peaceable things to the creature from 
the God of peace}. In theſe caſes no being 
but Jeſus could be a competent Mediator; for, 
as Athanaſius held, it was not in the power of 
any being to deliver from , what was 


* Lactan. de Vera sapien. lib. iv. p- 427s 

+ Ib. p. 429. 

| Vid. Quis Ren Divin. W ry ns 
ſubject 
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tubje& to it, but of him (our Saviour) who in 
the beginning created all things out of nothing *., 
In another part of his works—** No Being 
could renew the image of God in man, but 
he who was the image of God f. And, with 
reſpe& to our future felicity, the ſame author 
gives It as his opinion, in the ſame oration, 
that © no being could render that immortal 
. which was mortal, but he who is life itſelf, 
 « yiz. our Lord Jeſus Chrilt.” And Ludovi- 
cus Vives, in his notes upon St. Auguſtin, ob- 

| ſerves that our Mediator invites us to himſelf in 
his humanity, that his divinity might not terrify 
us; and by his divinity he brings us to himſelf, 
and confers upon us beatitude. Wherefore no 
other being but a man like ourſelves could call 
and allure us; ; and none but God, the fountain 
of bliſs, could make us bleſſed 1. - 
Having thus manifeſted the fitneſs of the Son 


TO for the mediatorial office between God and us, 


we ſhall obſerve here, that Jelus was not only | 
a Mediator, but a contracting party. Conditions 
were laid upon him 2 he muſt deſcend from hea- 


* De be Verk: tom. i. p. 54. Vid. etiam Cy- ; 
nil. Alex. lib. i. p. 13.—Cyril. kcrotat Catech. illum. 6. 
Pe 46. —Niceph. Epic. colon. in Actis Synod. Ephet. 
p. 308. . 

+ Ib. p. 72. 2 De Civit, Dei, lib. i ix. cap. 15. 

3 8 Yen * 3 
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ven; he muſt die; he muſt riſe again from f 
the dead; he muſt aſcend into heaven. 
The neceſſity of theſe things is twofold. The 
firſt kind of neceſſity ariſes from the conſi- 
deration, that Chriſt could not give us eternal 
1 85 life without his ſuffering and performing theſe 
things. Without ſhedding of blood the e could 
be no remiſſion of ſins, ſaith St. Paul; the 
death of our Saviour was therefore neceſſary, 
becauſe we could not obtain ſalvation without it: 
and, if that was the caſe, his deſcent alſo up- 
on earth was neceſſary, becauſe he could not 
huave died had he not deſcended and taken our 
nature upon him, by which he became ſuſcep- 
tible of the arrow of death. And if it was the 
will of the Father, that Jeſus ſhould raiſe up 
all thoſe whom he had given him, at the laſt, 
then his reſurrection was neceffary ; becauſe, if 
| he had not raiſed himſelf, he could not have 
raifed us. And, if it was fore-ordained and pre- 
figured that our High Prieſt ſhould enter the 
Holy of Holies to obtain eternal life for us, then 
it was neceſſary that our Lord ſhould enter into 
heaven; becauſe, if he himſelf had not aſcended 
thither, he could not carry us into that holy 
| place. But now he, having entered into heaven, | 
hath rendered it acceſſible to us, fay ſome of the 
fathers, —The ſecond kind of _ neceſſity ariſes 
from 
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from the circumſtances of his deſcent, death, 
reſurrection, and aſcenſion, being pregnant with 
the moſt forcible motives to allure and impel us 
to work out our falvation ; without which, we 
ſee not how we could be prevailed upon to ſet 
about the work, or enabled to perform it ; and 
which, in our humble conception, was the foun- 
dation of the divine decree, and of the neceſſity 
of the above circumſtances, to fave us in a way 
conſiſtent with the priuciples of equity. 
When the ſentence of death was paſſed upon 
us, which could not be reverſed, we could enter- 
tain no thoughts of being reſcued out of the 
hands of death, or of riſing to eternal life. In 
this ſituation of diſtreſs, we could have no incite- 
ment to abandon the pleaſures of vice, or to at- 
' tempt the purification of our nature. An in- 
formation therefore of the poſſibility of our ob- 
raining eternal life even yet, was neceflary : 
and, if we could not learn this of any being with 
that degree of certainty as of our Mediator—if 
no one could have gained it a reception ſo fully 
and completely among men as he who ſhould 
come forth from God then the deſcent of Jeſus 
ſeems to have been neceſſary on this account. 
In St. Johin's goſpel we read that grace and 
5 truth can: e by Jeſus Chriſt; by which grace and 
truth, as they ſtand oppoſed to the la v Moles, 


N 
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we are to underſtand the goſpel, which is the 
power of God unto ſalvation : and this ſcheme, 
as it came by Jeſus Chriſt alone, ſo it is proba- 
ble that it would have come by no human being ; 
for no man hath ſeen God, at any time, to know 
his intentions: nor yet by any of the angels; 
for, by their defire to look into it, it is evident 
that they knew it not. But Jeſus Chriſt, who 
lay in the boſom of bis Father, and was ac- 
quainted with his will, hath revealed it. 
Again—as a confor mity to the nature of God . 
is neceſſary to the enjoyment of his preſence, and 
no being could ſhew us the nature of God but 
he who is the image of God, it ſeems neceſſary 
that Jeſus ſhould ſhew us the Father. Now we 
learn from the ſacred record, that the Mefliah 


did come to ſhew us the Father. We will not 


| ſhew how he that hath ſeen the Son hath ſeen 
the Father, in all his glorious perfections; but in 
two only, which may be ſufficient for our pur- 
poſe.— And, 

In the firſt place, he ſtands forth an inſtance 
of moſt affectionate love or mercy, both in the 
Father, and in himſelf. The Father, though 
man had diſobeyed his commands, ſtill loved 
him; and out of mercy propoſed to the Son a 
ſcheme whereby he might yet be ſaved. He 
gare his only - begotten Son to die for him; 
2 having 
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having prepared 1 body for him, like unto that 
of mankind : and the Son undertook to execute 
it, however grievous might be the means. He 
| ſpared not his own body, but gave it up for 

is all. Which love we are to imitate, not 
only from theſe illuſtrious examples—not only 
from the command of Chriſt, this is my com- 

mandment, that ye love one another—but from 


theſe conſiderations, in particular, that God is 


love; and that he who dwelleth in love dwelleth 
in God, and God in him: and that he who lov- 
eth not, dwelleth not in God, nor God in him; 
but walkerh in darkneſs, and Bowen not ON 
whither he geek. 
In the ſecond place, our Lord muſt be con- 
feſſed to be perfect, even as his Father which is 
in heaven is perfect. As to the law of Moſes, it 
is witneſſed of him that he fulfilled all righteouſ- N 
neſs. In obedience to the will of God he was 
blameleſs, ever preferring his Father's will to his 
on. Nor as I will, but as thou wilt, was his lan- 
guage, when the moſt terrifying proſpect was 
before his eyes. In the conduct of himſelf he 
was ſober, chaſte, and temperate in all things. 
To mankind he was compaſſionate, courteous, 
caſy to be entreated, abounding 1 in good works 
to all, even to his very enemies: he forewarned 
Judas, who was about to betray him, of his deſ- 
perate 
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perate condition; he healed the ear of Malchas, 
who came to apprehend him; and tor thoſe who = 
_ crucified him he prayed, in the midſt of his ago- 


nies he prayed, that God would forgive them. 
Such an exalted ſtrain of goodneſs was this, 


that it hath been reckoned a miracle, a work 


which in difficulty far exceeded his raiſing the 
dead. In ſhort, we apprehend nothing can be 
adduced to impeach his character, ſince he is 


ſtyled the Holy One by David Neither wilt thou | 


5 ſuffer thine Holy One to ſee corruption; by St. Pe- 
ter—But ye denied the Holy One and the Fuſt ; by 


an angel from heaven—Therefore that Holy thing, 
which ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be called the Son of 
Cod; by a fallen angel know thee who thou art, 
the Holy One of Cod. He proved himſelf a per- 
fectly righteous man by the manner of his death, 
according to Plato's idea of ſuch a character. : 


© To approve a man thoroughly righteous,” 


\ faith the philoſopher, © he muſt be ſcourged, 
\ tortured, bound, &c. and having ſuffered all 


_ evils, muſt be hung on the croſs.” De Rep. 2. 
| Theſe things our Lord endured with ſuch 
meekneſs, ſuch patience, ſuch fortitude, ſuch 
reſignation, and ſuch charity, that, upon the 
concluſion of his ſufferings, his enemies, his 
executioners, pronounced him a righteous man, 
and the Son of God. | ES 
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To this holineſs he exhorteth us, by an al- 
ſurance that a bleſſedneſs attends it—vlzfed are 
the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God; from 
| whence it may be inferred, that they who are 
not pure in heart ſhall not ſee God: which is 
confirmed by one of his diſciples, who hath de- 
clared that without _ no man an all * the 
. | | 
Now where! is the n man who would not rejoice 
at ſuch amazing acts of goodneſs? Where is 
he who would not love and reverence ſuch a 


friend to mankind ? and if we love the man, 


and are enraptured by fuch a life of integrity 
and beneficence, what more powerful affections 
could ſeize the mind, to carry it inſenſibly into 
the imitation of the pattern? Who is the wretch 
ſo hardened, as not to be mollified into obedience 
by the proſpect of ſo great: a bleſſing, promiſed f 
by him who has the power to procure it; and 
by the fear of a dereliction which is puniſh- | 
ment itſelf? 
As it ſeems to o have been neceſſary for us to 
| know how to refilt and repel our adverſary the 
Devil, our Lord came down to ſhew us the 
means. By the ſword of the ſpirit, which is 
the word of God, he baffled the Tempter in 
three ſeveral attacks, and obliged him to quit 
the field. W ho is the unprejudiced perſon 
1 N ths hat 
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that would not preſs through the crowd to ſee 


ſuch a victor, and hail him with hoſannahs 


bleſſed is be that cometh in the name of the Lord, 


Vaſannah in the higheſt? Who is he that would 


not be encouraged to employ the fame victo- 
rious inſtrument againſt fo formidable and im- 
| placable an enemy, when his deareſt and moſt 


important intereſt is concerned 9 


By the Melbab's deſcent we 1 chat the 
ſinner will not only be puniſhed with the priva- 
tion of the fountain of bliſs, but will hear that 
dreadtul fentence pronounced upon him—Go, _ 

Je caſed, into everlaſling fire, prepared for the 

Devil aud his angels: a molt alarming judgment! 
big with o pow erful a motive to compel us to 


work out on! ' falvation, that one can hardly 


think it ie to fail of driving us out of a 
vicious into a Virtuous courſe of life. Indeed, 
he who cannot be influenced by the fear of ſuch 


a condemnation, will be deemed worthy to 


feel it. 
Thus far concerning the neceſſity of the de- 


ſcent of Jeſus upon W and the motives 


ariſing from it. 


Let us now inveſtigate the neceſſity of his 


death. It has been repeatedly aſſerted, that he 
died to ſatisfy the demands that 5 5 2 had 


upon man for his tranſgreſſion. Bui if our 


Lord 


IE ni. ——— — — 
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Lord did not die for, i. e. inſtead of, man, we 
cannot conccive in What ſenſe he could dic to 
ſatisfy juſtice, which could have demands on 
fintul man alone. —But, to tele this point with 


ſome degree of certainty, we will enquire— 
1. What death was denounced again(t Adam's 


tranſgreſſion. | 2. W hat demands > could 


make on that account. 
1. For our greater ſatisfa- Aion inthefirſt enquiry, 


we mult conſider Jehovah as a temporal gover= 
nor or legiſlator to man“: and, if we conſider 
kim 1 in chis light, the ſentence of condemnation 
for offences will be extended no farther than 
= hl corporal puniſhments, or corporal death - +, = 
Future puniſhments will not conſtitute any part 
of che condemnation, any more than they do 


* Theophilus Antiochenus tells his man that A 


| and Eve, being but newly brought into the world, were in 
| \implicity to be wholly ordeicd aud e governed 4 the will and 


pleaſure of their heavenly parent. 


+ We know of no man who hath ſuppoſed Teſus to h. ave 
died any other death than that of the body, whether he died 
in our ſtead, or on account of our fins : therefore we have 


reaſon to believe that the death threatened to the firlt in- 


lance of diſobedience was corporal death only. That this 


notion, though the ollspring of our reaſoning, hath not 


been unknown to others, appears from what Bp. Burnet 
faith, vis, that “ ſome think that the threatening made to 
Adum (he ſhould furcly die) is to be taken literally, and is to 


be carried no farther than to natural death.” 39 Art. p. 137. 


2 that 
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that of an earthly governor, legiſlator, or judge. 
As to the puniſhment of fire mentioned in the 
New Teſtament, it is not clear that that was 
decreed for the firſt offence of man. Bodily | 
death may have been the puniſhment for a 
breach of the firſt covenant ; and the torment 


of fire may have been appointed as the pecu- 


liar puniſhment of the tranſgreffors of the ſe- 
cond covenant: and an opinion of the Jews, that 
Satan himſelf did not know of his future puniſh- 
ment by fire before the coming of Jeſus, ſeems 
to countenance the conjecture. —But, further, if 
we all dic in Adam, the death can be no other 
than the death of the body, for that death only 

do we undergo through Adam's tranſgreſſion, 
which ther core muſt have been the death threat- 
ened to our firſt parents. We may add, that 
there is a reafon why the ſentence of condem- 
nation ſhould extend no farther than to the 
diſſolution of this carnal body, which is this — 
that God, intending to give the whole race 
of men an opportunity of ſaving themſelves, 
would not condemn them to eternal death and 
miſery ; for fuch condemnation would have a 
degree of cruelty i in it, and alſo fruſtrate his own 
intentions : for feeing that a ſentence of bodily 
death is executed upon us all, which was not 
denounced againſt us at any REN tine, that 
muſt 
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muſt have been the death threatened at the be- 
ginning, or elle we ſuller a puniſhment never 
denouncetl againſt us. And if this was the 
death threatened, and God daily executes it upon 

ſome of us, notwi ichſtanding Chrill's death; he 


would for the ſame reaſon have ſent us all into 


eternal death, if that had been the death due 

to the firſt inilance of fin, notwithſtanding the 
dcath of Jeſus. But, by the ſentence of puniſh- 
ment reaching our bodies only, we may, not- 
” withſtanding the death of them, riſe to life im- 
. mortal. 


2. Let us confi der, in the next place, what 


demand juſtice can make on this occafion. If 
juſtice conſiſteth in rendering to every one his 
due, and bodily death was decrecd for diſobe- 

dience, bodily death only was due to Juſtice. 
Now if we all ſuffer this death ourſelves, as It is 
certain we all die in Adam, i. e. for Adam's 


tranſgreſſion, Juſtice muſt ſurely be latisficd. 


What jullice is that which demands the life of 
an innocent perſon inſtead of that of the guilty > 
We know not. What juſtice is that which is 

not contented with inflicting the threatened pu- 


niſhment upon the offender, but requires the 


puniſhment of an innocent perſon. to be added 
to chat cf the offender ? Is ix not injuſtice, 1 
% 2 


; 
| 
* 
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injuſtice too ſhocking to he conceived of the 
moſt juſt judge —geſides this, in all vicarial ſatiſ- 
factions, the puniſhment is transferred from one 
object to ancther; but in the cafe before us both 
parties ſuffer. The death of Jeſus therefore 
cannot be eſtecmed, in our humble apprehen- 
ſion, a vicatial fatisfation ; and for that reaſon 
we are of opinion that he did not die to ſatisfy 
juſtice. If he did die to latisfy juſtice, then, 
Juſtice being ſatisficd by his death, we ought to 
ſtand upon the fine ground as before the firſt 
act of diſobedience; and confequently we ought 
not to dic for Adam' J offence, becauſe the atone- 
ment which Chriſt made, implies forgiveneſs, 
and e. &cmption from puniſhment. But, ſeeing 
that we all go down to the ſhades below for or 
on account of che = of our common parents, 
it cannot be fad lat our Lord died to 28 
juſtice. : 
Why then did he die? He died net only for 
tlie remiſſion of ins under a former covenant, 
but becauſe his death was to be the foundation 
of all his Father's mercies. In his blood was 
to be eſtabliſhed the covenant of grace and 
mercy; i. e. the covenant of grace a mercy 
was 0 be eſta Moll be our pon his ſubnntting to do 
his Father's will, in undergoing the moſt painful 
and 


— 
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and ignominious death of the crofs* : a death 
determined on by the Father, to ſerve as an 

; everlaſting memorial of his abhorrence of ſin; 
and contented to by the Son, that through 
ſuffering, or being made perfect by ſufferings, he 


might become the author of lalvation to all them 


that obey him. Hence all the bleſſings of the 


Goſpel, which contains the covenant of '» grace 
and mercy, are attributed to the death or blood 
of Chriſt. We, who were encmics in our minds 
by wicked works, arc reconciled in or by the 


Body of his freſh through death . —We are 


ſanctiticd by! us blood g, Juilified by his blood d. 


But when we read thac it is God ho purifics 
our hearts through faith ||, that it is he who hath 
reconciled us to himleif F „that it is he who 


09, . 


we 


* Adam brought the Itcatence of death upon us all; and 


the promiſe of deliverance: from that death is dy made vs. 
in aud throvh Jeſus Chriit, by virtue ot that Year he 
1 iuffercd, —W Miths . 


F Col. i. 21, 2 22. 4 HA. iii. 12. 8 Rom. v. 9. 
V r. 18. * Rum. viii. 33. 


++ John, xvii. 17.— hold any man make objection to 


- the chriſtian religion from the {co ming contradiclion in thele 


paliayzes, and from what is to be found in other parts of the 


ſacred writin Zs, in which we arc aid to be ſanckilied by tho 


ſpirit, or to ſanctify ourſelves, che objection may be catily 
removed, and th: ſeeming contradiction reconciled, aft or 
| C4 | tis 


9 


3 
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we cannot aſcribe theſe bleſſings to any innate 
virtue in the blood or death of Chriſt, but to a 
4 promiſe of the Father ſpecilied in the covenant. 
It is not material whether the covenant was 
made before the foundation of the word, agree- 
able to a conceit of the Jews; or at the begin- 
ning of the world, according to what was ſaid 
of jeſus, that he was ſlain froe the foundation 
of the world, or to what we read of Adam, 
that he ſinned at the beginning; upon which 
account of his finning a new covenant became 
neccliary, and may ccalonably be ſuppoſed to 
have been made upon th at event between the 


Father and the Son. Gs 

As the covenant was made in, or through, 
the blood or death of Chriſt, fo the benefits are 
enſured to us thereby ; for he, having obtained 
the bleſſings of the goſpel for us by {uf ering 
death, hath bequeathed them unto us, upon our 
compliance with the conditions required therein : 
we ſay, he hath bequeathed them unto us, for 
he is to he contidered, as St. Paul viewed 
him, in the light of a tefator, making his laſt 
will and to ſtameut; which will and telt ament, 


that where. be 74, tt ere fall We be alſo, John 


this manncr, V's. we make on:ſe Ives holy throw! Zh the grace 
and favour of God, who gives. us tlie mas ancc of his holy 


[ririt, for the fake of Chl L's acath, 


XVII. 


* 
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Xvii. 24—that we fall ne ver periſb, but have 
eternal life, John x. 28. — will continue for 


ever in force, as he is now dead. His death 
therefore may be eſteemed neceſſary on this ac- 


count: for, as St. Paul hath noticed, here a 
teſtament is, there muſt alſo of necefſ ity be the death 


of the teftator ; for a teſtament is of force aſter men 


are dead, otherwiſe it is of no flrength at all while 
The teftator livelb. Heb. ix. 16, 17. 


Now we having the fulleſt aſſurance of fo 
many and great bleſſings, by a covenant made 


between God the Father and his Son Jeſus 


_ Chrilt, and by the will and teſtament of the 


latter, we have the molt alluring motives to 
invite us to employ che moſt vigorous exertions 
for obtaining them. And how thankful ought 


we to be for this moſt gracious covenant ! Under 
the firſt covenant perfect obedience was required, 
and that very jultly ; for Adam was created in 
' purity, and might have continued in it. But 


under this covenant an earneſt deſire, and reſo- 
Lute cndeavours, to regain our loſt ſanctity, with 
A ſincere and afflicting repentance for offences, 
will be accepted; and probably for this reaſon 
tuat WE are NOW born wit ch the ſecds of corrup- 
tion in us | . 

Ik it mal be aſked, u hat was the neceſſity of 
this covenant being made in the blood or death 


of 
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of Chriſt, preferably to that of any other being? 
it may be anſwered, that as God is a being of 
perfect purity, and the covenant was intended to 
excite to purity, that moſt holy Being would not 
mak e choice of the bloc or death ot man, or of 
any impure creature, in and through which to 
make ſuch a covenant ; nor indeed of any of the 
angelic hoſt, as it 15 probable thar, und an angel 
taken upon him human nature, he work have 
” yiclded to the temptations incident thereto. It 
became neccflary, thereture, that this Covenant 
| ſhould be made in the blood of 2 divine perfor 2 
1 for in ſuch an one only could unſullied purity 
be expected to be found. For this re. non, 
among others, it is probable that the Son of God 
ſaw it neceſſary to take our nature vron Lim. 
The death of the Meſſiah was likewiſe ne- 
ceflary; as he, being an bigh Prieſt, muſt have 
ſornething alſo to offer: for every Prieſt Ling 
ordained to iffer gifts and fecrifices, it is of nec,;fity 
that ibis man have ſemetobat to offer. And ſeeing; 
that the blood of bulls and of goats could not 
Purity or waſh away fin, and that fuch a facrifice 
became us which was withour blen uh and with- 
out ſpot, our lig Prieſt mutt have the bl: od 
of fornc more illuſtrious, the blood of an inno— 
cent, ſacrifice ; and therefore the blood of a di— 
vine perſon, his own blood, to offer. // being 


1 
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an high pri:/t of good things to come, by his own 
lool entered into the holy place, into heaven itſelf, 
havins eb1ained eternel redemption for us: for as it 
was necellary that the pa/merns of things in the 
Pavers ſhoutd br prified ae 1 U theſe, viz. the ſa- 
crifices of beaſts; ſo was it neceſſury that he 
Deavency things themſelves ſhould be prrified with 
better facr Hess e than theſe. Ty © uis it became him, 
| from whim are all tings, and by whom are all 
ö ius, in bis d ſiun of bringing many ſons unto glory, 
10 make the £71071 g * their falvalion per; fect tor 6¹ 15 . 


ſuffering 55: 1. e. in God's (efign to fave mankind 
it was #:c0/ary; for tie words it beceineth have 
that ſignification in the EE pel of ST. Matthew, 5 
as in that ſaying of our Lord, 1 becometh us to 
-- fulfil all Tightecint2's 1 e ſay, it was neceflary 
that Jeſus ſhould be made perfect by ſufferings; 
for, had he not ſuffered death, he could not 
have hal a facriſice to offer adequate to the pur- 
pole : or, in other words, he would not have 
had his uncontaminated blood to preſent to che 
5 Father, in confirmation of his having luflered 
decatli; by which, according to the agreement, 
or the mercy of the Father, in the ſecond cove- 
nant, he was to obtain remiſſion of fins, and. 
cverlaſting lite, for all thoſe who ſhould perform 
ſincere, though not perfect, obedience to all his 


1 p 
CO uhnanse s. 


The 
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The death of our Lord may have been ne- 
ceſſary alſo, not only to aſſure all bis faithful 
followers of the certainty of their ſalvation, as 


noted above, but to convince all mankind that 


there is now no other method by which they 
can be ſaved ; his will and teſtament, by which 
the bleſſings of the goſpel are bequeathed to us, 
and which contain the conditions of obtaining 
them, being rendered unalterable for ever by his 


| death. 


The death of Chriit was neceſſary to our re- 


cciving the Comforter ; ; for, had he not died, we 
ſhould not hive. enjoy: ed the benefit of that 
holy ſpirit, as our Saviour himſelf declared to 


bis diſciples. If he had had in himſelf the 


power of ſending the Comforter to whom he 


would, he might have given him to many before 


His death ; but, as his death was previouſly ne— 


ceſſary, in order that he might be entitled to the 
power of ſending him, it ſeems that he had that 
power in conſequence of a promile made by the 
Father, upon his engaging to undergo the pains. 


of death. Indeed, St. Peter ſpeaks of ſuch a 


promiſe in his addreſs ro the Jews —This Feſus 8 
baving received of the Father the promiſe of the 
Hyly Ghoſt. Acts, ii. 23.— And, what is more, our 


Lord ſaith, Bebold, Lend the promiſe of the Father 


wa vou. Banne XX1V. 49. 
Vo 


Tt 0 b = 2 
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We have ſuggeſted before that the death 1 


our Lord was determined on by the Father, to 


ſerve as an everlaſting memorial of his abhor- 
rence of fin: indeed it ſeems to have been ne- 
ceſſary, a as no other perſon could gain authority 
or intereſt among men ſufficient to perpetuate 
the divine diſpleaſure. The diforders and corrup- 
tions that reign through nature, would not have 
been uncontrovertible proots of Jehovah's indig- 
nation, nor indeed would the daily death of 
mankind; for theſe, to the end of the world, 
would in all human probability have been im- 


Pu ated, as they have been heretofore, to natural 


cauſes: and, however great the bleſſings are 
which we partake of through the death of Chriſt, 
it was poſſible for us to forget both the event 
and the benefits reſulting from it. But the end 
ſeems to have been efſectually provided for, 
through the authority of the Son of God, by 


the inftitution of facrifices ; which, from the 


time of offending, prefigured the death of Chriſt, 
till the great event took place: and by his ap- 
Pointing afrerwards bread and wine, when con- 
ſecrated, to be received in commemoration of 

his death by all his diſciples throughout the 


world, to the end of time. He hath had 1n- 


fluence upon us to ſucceed i in the deſign to this 


5 day; 3 
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day; and we have no reaſon to doubt of the 
ſucceſs of it through all future geacrations. 
I here is another reaſon for the death ofChriſt, 
which we {hall notice to our re. ters preſently. 
The manner alſo of his . likewile ne- 
ceſſary, according to the opinion of Plato, cited 
above, to prove him a thoroug] y righteous 
man. 8 
Let us now ady ert to ſome of t the motives 
we may derive ſrom our Lord's dearh, and the 
benefits thereof already mentioned: and, in 
our judgment indecd, they arc lutncientiy Poe - 
ing to provoke us to every good Work 
When we read that our Lord and Saviour 
was a man of Pe 12 acquainted with grief, 
, deſpiſed and re; iced of 
men ; that he was ee to death, ſcourg- 
ed, mocked, ſpit upon, ſmote on the head, 
pierced in the nde with a ſpear, had vinegar 
given him to drink mingled with gall; that, in 


wy a 


5 oppreſled and afflicte 


the moſt excruciating agony, he prayed with ſo 
much carneſtneſs that the bitter cup might pals 
from him ; that he ſeat as it were ercat drops of 
blood; that he was efteeme/] ſtricken and ſmit- 
ten of God, 7. e. accurſed di God, or rejected 
by him; and at laſt crugified —we fay, „ben 
we read that the ſeverity of the divine wrath 577.3 
thus 
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thus exerciled upon him, in every form aſllia- 
ing to humanity—upon him his Son, his only 
Son, his well-beloved Son, when clothed with 
our nature, on account of our ſins—we cannot 
but eſteem fin and the ſanctity of God to be ir- 
reconcileable. We cannot help loving, and en- 
deavouring to pleaſe him, who ſuffercd fo much 
for us; who gave him ſelf for as for this end, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify ta 
 biinſelf a peculiar Þ eople zealons of goed works, 
Surely we muſt deteſt and forſake fin, which 
brought upon him ſo large a load of miſery. It 
the ſpotleſs Son of God ſuffered ſo much, w hat 
mult the unrepenting and unreformed ſinner 
expect? what but the extremity of divine 
wrath ? He can have but little claim to com- 
mon ſenſe, who can remain unmoved by ſo 
great a fear. N 
When we are informed that our Mediator has 
made ample atonement for ſin, and hath be— 
qucathed everlaſting life to all who perform the 
ſtipulated conditions of the new covenant, can 
we deſire greater encouragement to animate our 
endeavours to obtain it? If the pleaſing view 
ill not urge us forward, ſurely the deplorable 
proſpect of wretchednels, that remains for the 
diſobedient, will aflright us from the patlis of 


1 vice, 
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vice, and puſh us into che road to v irtue and 60 
| happineſs. 
For the honour of human nature, we witl 
believe that a wiſe man mult be wrought u pon by 
| theſe powerful motives, to be extremely anxious 
to pleaſe the Lord his God in every thing. But, 
alas! his nature is ſo vitiated, that he may truly 
ſay with the ene en 200d, that I would, 5 
do net ; but the evil, which I won!d not, that I do: 
- that, though to will goed is preſent with me, how 
=> per ferm that which is good, I find not. Rom. 
vii. 18, 19. Our caſe then is ſtill to be lament- 
kk. - Let us enquire what benefit we derive from 
Cyhbriſt' I death, to enable us to overcome this 


fſtrong propenſity to evil , and to conform our 


practice to our virtuous inclinations. When the 
Meſſiah had informed his diſciples that he was 
about to go bis way to him that ſent him, we 
read that forrow filled their hearts. Upon which 
he endeavours to comfort them, by ſaying— 
It is expedient for you that I go away; for, if I go 
not away, the Comforter will not come to you ; but, . 
V depart, I vill ſend him to you. 
This Comforter is a ſpirit of holineſs, which 
excites us to will that which is good, by a con- 
ſciouſneſs of duty, by raifing in the foul a com- 
placency in the thought and Conten, ;plation of 


doing 
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doing right, and by impelling us into an appro- 
bation of virtuous actions in other people. Hle 
gives reſolution and ſtrength to our wills, by 
repreſenting to the mind the advantages and 
bleſfings which will enſuc from a courſe of life 
pleaſing to our Creator. He confirms and eſtab- 
ſhes us in a race of godl nels, by giving the 
foul a molt pleaſing ſenſation upon performing - 
2 laudable action, whether it be that of ſuppreſſ- 
ing a vicious inclination, forgiving and profit- 
ing an enemy, or relieving the diſtreſſed; and 
7 by raifing our ideas of that blefſcdnets which is 
prepared for the god! y in heaven, giving us a 
lively for etaſte of ity and a well- Srounded hope 
of O5 aining it. 

At other times he e -xhibits to us the baſeneſs, 
the ſhame, and the evils, temporal and eternal, 
which await the actions of iniquity ; and that in 
ſuch ſtrong colours, that we find ourſelves forced, 
as it were, to reject the temptations thereto. He 
not unfrequently gives diſappointment to the 
means employed to bring about unlawfuldeſigns; i 
that, checked in our mad career, we may ſtand 
_ fill for a time, and after a little reflection con- | 
clude that we were purtuing forbidden plea- 
ſures. There have been inſtances, we believe, 
of his drawing a man from his evil purpoſes, by 
aflaming his mind with ſome new and more 
ÞD innocent 
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innocent object of defire. He hath often re- 
tarded the precipitancy of youths, by giving them 
a gentle foretaſte of the miſeries of the worm 
that never dies, in what they feel from the fe— 
bukes of a tender conſcience; who by theſe 
means have been ſo worked upon, as to return 
to a better courſe of life. But this is not all; 1 
| likewiſe maketh interceſſion for s with groan- 
| ings which cannot be uttered. Cos 
By all theſe aſſiltances we may juſtly lope to 
. nle ſupertor to our. ſpiritual cnemy : for what 
can antinate us more to fight a good fight, than 
to know that we have a friend at hand; who, if 
we will ſuffer ourſelves to be directed by kw: 
will render us invincible ? we fay invincible, for 
greater Is he that 1 15 for us than he t! nat is againſt 
us. 
We w il ſuppoſe a2 man, by icſe motives, to 
be greatly improved in goodneſs. But though 
he be unproved, yet, as he lies under the ſen- 
tence of death, he muſt die, and remain in the 
bonds thercof, unleſs he can raite himſelf from 
the dead, or ſome other being will exert himſelf 
in his behalf. But, alas! he hath no ability in 
himſelf; and we zave no authority to ſuppoſe 
that the Father would raite him. Here then we 
ſhould have had another great obſtacle to our 
ſalvation, 140 not the ons lah ſtocd our friend. 


i Ic, 
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He, in the exceſs of goodneſs, died, that he 
might deſcend into the mantions of d narted ſpi- 
ritz, on purpoſe to deliver us out cf them. 955 
Devil, the lord of death, bavins ebnete lay 
to the charge of Chri't, could 10 ve no preteuce 
to confine him in the cl. amber: of dea! h: no, 
nor yet power; for the Father approving of nis 
Son's perfect innocence, gave hun Pon? to raiſc 
himſelf from the dead. And he (the 80 511) hav- 
ing finiſheq all that wis require ? of hum, for ob- - 
| taining ſulvation for us, had poet given uin 
to raiſe thoſe all o who tall be found to have 
reſiſted the Duvil, and to hard become tin Ssugh 
regeneration the {ons and Th aughce: S 4) 1 C9 It 1.— 
Thus may Jeſus, Þ by his denth, be (aid to have 
deſtroyed or fr uſtrated the power of bia who 
was lord of death r and, eee . keys of 
death an ad Hades, the place where the dead ae 
confin ed, he can ſer ar liberty whom he will. 
There are IN circumſtances TOM; U 
the neceſſity of Chrilt's reſurrection. ur is, 
that, hat! he not raited limſelt, all his Preach- 
ing would have been vain. No cue youll have 
believed that ke had power to tale win ws rom 
the dead, had he not firit raifed haut, and 
conſequently we could have nd reaſhn to be- 
come his diſc! ples, to 5 his G Aline of 
ſalvation, cr yield obe dien de to bis Precep! 
1 2 | F345 
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But now ; that he hath raiſed himſelf from the 
dead, _ hath promitcd to raiſe us up alſo, we 
may reſt aſſured that, notwithſtanding the ſen- 
tence of death lies againſt us, we ſhall be raiſed 
from the dead. Me are begotten, faith the apoſ- 

tle, anto a lively hope (or a hope of everlaſting 
life) by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the 
dead. 1 Pet. i. 3.—To this end Chrift both died 


ond roſe again, that be night be the Lord both bY 
the dead ond he living. 


The reſurrection of our Low was bie 
neceſſary to his aſcenſion i into heaven; for, had 
he not riſen from the dead, he could not have 5 
aſcended into that holy place. ! 
His aſcenſien was neceſſary, not only to 

. preſent himſelf, after death, in the holieſt of 
holies; but necetlary likewiſe to preſent us at 
che throne 6: grace. Had not he aſcended thi- 
or, how could we have aſcended to that ce- 
(oftiat pl:ce2 or, if we could have mounted thi- 
iher, how could we have dared to appear be- 
the molly of heaven, whom we had of- 
ended? Had we had no perſon to introduce 
5 to OUr God, no perſon to plead our cauſe, or 
1.1610 lor us, we might have been baniſhed | 
wo wy prefence of that bleſſed and bleſſing 
Spit. But it is our happineſs that our Medi- 
air, having power to alcend into the higheſt 
EE | heavens, 
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heavens, can and will carry us up alſo, and 
will preſent us to his Father as his children, 
being the children of the reſurrection; and 
preſenting there, in the holieſt of holies, his 
own precious blood, will obtain for us, by 
virtue of the divine promiſe in che covenant, 
an abſolute pardon of all our fins, and che re— 
ward of obedient children: a mol confum- 
mate and eternal [elicity! 
The reſurrection and aſccofion of our Lad: 
were neceilar y, not only to g1vc a {pur or vigour. 
to the incitement we may have received from 
other circumſtances, to virtue; but to urge us 
on to all diligence, that we may be perfect and 
entire, wanting nothing. The encouragement 
we derive from other circumſtances to correct 
and ſanctify the corr uption of our nature, 
would have prov ed defective and vain, without a 
the beſt- grounded aflurance (which we happily 

have by the reſurretion and atcenſion of the 

Meſſiah) that we ſhall be raifed from the dead, 
and admitted into the blefled abode of heaven. 
Thus hath Jeſus regained for us every thing 
loſt by Adam. Though we die In conſequence 
of Adam's tranſgreſton, we rife to life immortal 


through Jeſus Chil—through his mediation, 
deſcent, de th, reſurrection, and aſcenſion, and 
the motives ariting {rom thoſe ev eats, 


9 2 TY, 
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That: the Eregving account of our ſa! vation 


is rea, j\f and true, may be prefumc.i— ; 


* From what Ab; Paul fs firſt of God— 


that he, having raiſed us his S0. 3 Jet us, ſent him 
20 2.5 as, 777 TL FOO C ver" „ Cc of HS from CUY ini. 
Quilts ; where the prime bletied! eſs, or the 
cauſc of all the bletteanets we receive from 5 
God through Curiſt, is not eternal life, but the 
turning us from our 111 qt; tles: anch ſec -ondly of 


5 _- - BIDS x 


Jefus-—i! ; ne 11 on x 1 A le et 133 that he! 1 aht 


— 


7eaceim us Ji 611? ws E. 17 Mil) » Ali 0 þ DET N 7 to naulelf 
a peculiar 3 people 2, zealous 6. Fi ,. 


2. From {© ce-that it is by theſe means, by 
good works, 0 N Join 10 10 v. il} on God, that we 


become the childrer of God. 


g. Fr; m the « nfideration that, as Teſirs die 


for our fins, {> be ric again for our 1 


4. From is having hegotten us, by his own 
reſurrection, unto an inheritance incorruptible 
and unde filed, that fadeth not away, reſerve 


in heaven for us. 


To this ſcheme of ſalvation, we apprechend, 


no realyunable object ions can be made 


1. As the mcdiatorſhip, de ſcent, death, 18 


ſtrre gion, and alcenfion of Jeſus alone, and 


ot no other being, were Beccilry to our fal v. 2 
ci0n. 
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If the above-mentioned circumſtances were 
requiſite to quality a Meallator between God 
: and ue, then Jeſus alone was iu aligte d to be our 

euiator: and if his mediation was crowned 
with luccels, and atfords thereby a great encou— 
ragement to us to attempt our ſalvation, chen 
his mediation alone was neceilary to it. 

I we could learn from no other being that 
we may yet be ſaved, with that entire confidence 
as we do from Jeſus Chriſt; if he alone could 
reveal to us the infallible means of regaining . 
God's favour; if he alone could convince us that 
ve muſt be like to God, in order to enjoy his 

- preſence; if he alone could fhew us the Father; 
if he alone could experimentally ſatisfy us ot 
the poſſibility of refilling our enemy the Devil, 
and ſhew us the fucceſsful wezpon for the pur- 

poſe; if he alone could aſſure us that, if we do 
not work out our ſalvation, we ſhall tuffer eternal 
miſery with beings hoſtile and unplacable ; and 
if theſe informations excite us to attempt the 
recovery of our purity then the deſcent of Jeſus 
alone was neceſſary to our ſalvation. 

If, for the ſake of the death of Jeſus alone, 
fins committed by ſeme men, before their en- 
trance into the covenant of mercy, were par- 
doned; if in the blood ot Jet, us alone Could be 
eſtabliſhed that grac! ious covenant; if it became 

9 4 -- Jelus; 
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Jeſus, as our high prieſt, to offer up a ſacrifice 
without ſpot and without blemiſh, which could 
be the ſacrifice of himſelf alone; if he by lis 
death alone could render the conditions of falva- 
tion unalterable, fo that they who obferve them 
will be ſaved, and they who neglect chem will 
periſh; if by his death alone ue rcccive the 
holy ſpirit, to aſſiſt us in our work; if, by the 
manner of his death, he alone proved himſelf a 


perfect lj riehtcous man, and thereby became a 
proper Mediator for Us ; if he alone, Ly his 


death, could perpetuate the div inc ab herren ICE. 
of ſin; if his death alone was required by the 
Father; if he alone could bequeath to us eternal 
life; and if theſe circun nſtances urge men to per- 
ſevere 1 in their arduous and ad vant, CORUS under- 
taking—then the death of Jeſus alone was ne— 
ceſlary to our ſal vation. | 
If: all ſinners muſt have continued in the 
3 of death by the firſt covenant, and no 
being could deſtroy the poder of lim who was 
lord of death, and deliver us out of his hands, 
but he alone WHO could railc himſelf from the 
; dead; and if theſe confiderations prevail upon US 
to follow the tops of tle Mectiah—then the re- 
4 turrection of lim alone was necellary to dur ſal- 
vation. | 
If it was not in the power of any man to 


aſcend 
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aicend up into heaven, but of him wio came 
down from heaven; if he alone had power given 
him to prelent all Bis tohlowers before the ce— 
Icltial throne of grace and mercy; ik he alone 
can there plead tluccetst..'y tor a PA cLON of all 
their offences, and obtain for them a teri loinent 
in the regions of blils, pornanent ti all eicinity; 
and if thelc conſiderations enable us to perfect 
holine!s—then the alcenſion Of the Nici ill alone 7 
Was neccffary to our lalvation. | 
We are of opinion, indeed, that no other be- 
ing ought to be our Saviour, on account of the 
adoration that would be . to him : : from 
whence we conclude, that Jebovah would not 
make choice of any other being for that purpoſe. 
But him he ſelected, as the adoration paid to 
him is paid to no other than a divine perſon, 
who in a myſterious manner was in the man 
Chriſt Jeſus, reconciling the world to the Father. 
By which mcans all the thankſgiving, praiſe, and 
w orſhip, due tor our ſalvation, are confined to 
the Godhead alone ; to the Father, as propoting 
and accepting the atonement; 10 the Son, as 
making it; and to the Holy Ghotl, as quality! ing 
us for the bencfic of it, 


As the motives which derive their great in- 
FER ron Th riſt aloac, and could drive it 


from 
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from no other being fo powertully, if ſuffercd 
to Operate upon us a5 they QUE it, Ale ſtrong | 
end ugli to allure us to Vutec, and tei rity. us 
from vice. For, firſt, hat can be wore allur- 
ing than to be admitted inte a covenant of mer- 
cy, a and to re.cive the caty terms upon which 
we may obtain eternal felicity? What can be 
more alluring than an emible pattern of uni— 
verſal righteouf neſs, which {icals upon us inſen- 
ſibly to admire and praiſe it, and to excite a 
wiſh that it was imitated by all men : 2 W hat can 
be more alluring than to be put in poſſeſſion ; 
of that wiſdom, by which we may defeat the 
machinations of thoſe who would obſtruc us in 
our progreſs? What can be more alluring than 
the promiſe and bequeſt of immortal life and 
happineſs? What greater incitement can we 
have than the promiſe of the aſſiſtance of a moſt 
powerful Being; or a certainty of our being 
raiſed from the dead ; or, laſtly, a well-ground- 
ed aſſurance of being carried up into heaven, 
and abiding there for ever and ever ?—Second- 
ly, what cau tend more to terrify us from vice, 
than the information that Go inflicted a very 
fou ere puniſhment on the human body of his 
wot dear Son, on account of our fins; and the 
meine denupciation of thoſe exertaſti ting tor-- 
ments, of v hich even the diſtant tuougbts ſtrike 
. 3 5 us 
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ws with terror, and render us miſerab! e before 
we fecl them? 
If the opel ſcheme of cu ation contain 
theſe moſt cogent motives to enũice and i im, xl 
men to work out their ſal vation; and will , upon 
| their being duly influenced by the motives, moſt 
: effectually ſecure it; why need it be aſked, whe- 
ther we could be ſaved by any other ſcheme? 
or why ſhould objections be raiſed againſt this 40 


3. As the motives are dependent on one an- 
other in ſuch a manner, that not any one of chem 
could be diſpenſed with. %% ¾ ᷣð 
I the gentle all urements to virtue and piety 
would be of little or no ſorce withont the fear 
of eternal puniſhments ; and It bo th theſe would 
| avail but lictle without che afliſtance of the [pi- f 

rit; and if theſe three micht be unſucceſsful 
without a moral certainty of ring from the 
dead; and if all theſe would leave our hopes of-- 
eternal h appineſs precarious, without a full truſt 
of being pret nted to God, to receive. pardon 
and an heavenly reward :—and if, on the other 
hand, there be no pleaſure for-us in heaven 
without holinefs, and no holinels to be obtained 
ithout the ſpirit; and if human nature be fo 
SS that it will not e its ſinful plea- 
fares 


FLEE I's 
A 


to receive the! holy ſpirit, before a deſire 
| for 
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for him be firſt raiſed 3 and if notlung be ſo apt 

to raiſe a defire of him as the amiab denen, the 
deliglits, and the temporal and eternal rewards, 
we lee and learn to be attendants on holineſs, 
and the hame, the diſappointments, and the 
miſerics, of this world and the next, which await. 

a vicious converſation if theſe things, we e ſay, 
be true, then the ſereral circumſtances of the 
_ Mefhalt's accent, death, re furrection, and aſcen- - 
ſion, were all neccilary to our fal ation, as preg- 
nant with the moſt cogent and neceliary motives 
to excite us to the pertormance of the condi- 
tions required on our part in the covenant of 
grace and mercy—were all ſo neceſſary, that not 
one of them could be Giſpented with. Tho 
omitlion of any one o: them would have left the 
work imperfect and incomplete. Why then 


ſhould 7 part OL the [chen 10 le object 2 2d to: 3 


4. As it is a reaſonable an cquita! le method orf 
Lalvation.—II we conlider "the impote nce of man, 
how unable to ſecure his ſalvation in oppoſition 
to enemies within and w ithout—enchiies 0 

Latent yg and deluſibde—ccheimies without, inſidi- 
ous and powerful, more powerful than himſelf— 
and that he! himtelf mutt Work it out, or lole | 
it—v e may admire che eovinchs and wiſdom 


EE ens SE EA nd as a Sn et | I 
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:cheme. . 
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ſcheme, wherein he hath ſo divided the great 
work between us and our Mediator, that our 
2 merit is that without which we cannot be 
hs ſaved, and is that which will be accepted for the 
0 Jeſus. His undertakings and proceed- 
ings Move us 0 virtue; we ſet about it; and, by 
the aſſiſtance he is pleaſed to afford us, we clothe 
_ ourſelves with ſuch habits of righteouſneſs, as in #* 
every reſpect fit us for the celeſtial habitations: 
and, for thete our deſervings, Jehovah ſets open 
the gates wide before us, and is graciouſly pleated 
to beſtow upon us a crown of righteouſneſs.— Is 
not this a reafonal le and equitable way « of laving 
i ä | \ mankind ? | | 
| „„ Again—if, in this ſcheme, juſtice 15 fully fa- 
E ified, receiving all that ſhe could demand 
and if mercy interpoſeth, not to ſtop the hands 
of juſtice, but to ofler every individual of the 7 
human ſpecies an opportunity of faving himſelf 
(that the Deity might not be accuſed of cruciry 
in making them eternally miſcrable, or depriv- 
ing them of the felicity for which they were 
created, for the offence of one man); and offers 
_ practicable terms of ſalvation, and they pertorm 
| thoſe terms—then this ſcheme muſt be allowed 
by all to be a reaſonable and equitable method 
of ſaving mankind. In other words, if the 
punihment denounced againſt fin be inflicted 


upon 
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upon the ſinners, there is ſtrict juſtice; if the 
true and real man be no more affected by it, 
than our bodies are by putting off an heavy and 
troubleſome garment, here is an inſtance of pro- 
vident mercy; if a new covenant of ſalvation be 
made, this is an inſtance of reſtorative mercy 3 
and if man commenceth an ardent lover of God, 
and (uſing the moſt vigorous exertions to obey = 
all his precepts) becomes 2 new creature in heart 
and practice, fulfilling the terms of the new co- 
venant, there is equity in beſtowing upon him 
that reward which hath been promiled to ſuch a 
new creature: which molt perfect harmony be- | 
tween juſtice and mercy the Plalmitt ſeems to 
have celebrated in language expreſſive of the 
tendereſt endearment, taken from the meeting 
ol two affectionate friends after a long feparation, 
who in tranſports of joy embrace and f. atute each 
other —Mercy and truth ere met together, righte- : 
"0 J wid peace | bave kiſſed each older. 


5. As it ſeems chat no other ſcheme could be 
10 well ad: «pted to produce the end in a rcaſon- 
able and cquitable way. St. Paul, ſpcaking of 
the redemption by Chriſt, tells us that 27 Gecame 
him, V. om whem are all things, aud by whom dre all 
things, iu Oringing many jo is to glory, to mote le cape = 
tai: of their , rio tou perfect the erg) Hesi ings. By 

—— e 
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the expreſſion, itt ae dis. we may underſtand 
cither that it was moſt agreeable to the end (for 
in this {coſe is the word become uſed in the Epiſtle 
to Titus—Speat thou the things col ich become found 
doctrine); or that it was ſo neccilary that no other 
method could do, in which ſenſe the word became 
is to be taken in the Is; THE to che Hebrews— 
Su. 7 an bigb prieft becanie us h is bot; which is 
as much as to lay, t that no other Co! d anfwer 
the urpote " Ve arc indeed in acline: to believe 
that the 5ecthar- | ropricty of the {cheine, and 
tlie aul ute necefiry of it, may be argued from 


its ordination by infinite goodneſs, viſdom, | 
jullice, and power. 


If we have now ſhewn the goſpel ſcheme of 
falvation to be belt adapted for the purpoſe, and 
the only one that can ſecure it, as far as we can 
fee, man thowd be extremely cautious of reply- 

ing agaiul It, leit he be ſound to reply again{t 
God; leit, initeal of gloritying that gracious 
being, he be f ound wo dithonour him. For lince 
all things are {or lim, 2 7. for FE glory, a 419.31: 
things arc ordered by l the man who im 
peacketh th, is ſalvatian 5 wand ot vidom , 2004 - 


„* We hire obſerved ahore, in ſewing the recellity e! 
2 Br! * 3 Kali, that tlie preſthan 10 { CFE. Cad tl 2 l 2 


rniſication. 
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neſs, power, or juſtice, c or 1n any reſpect depre- 
ciates it, moſt impiouſly robs the Divine majeſty 
of his glory. Let human reaſon then, and hu- 

man wildom, be filenced for the future, bend- 
| ing the knee in wonder and adoration before 
the throne of 1 inlinite wildom—that infinite wiſ- 
dom, which in this great work hath preſerved 

the debt of worſhip to the Deity alone, offered 

no violence to the free will of man, nor given an 
unde compaſſion o Cod; who in this caſe hath 
act only like a benevolent man, who, ſeeing 
| his friend loſt in a journey, kindly ſhews him 
the r1ght 10ad, and at his requeſt lends him his 

hand, and conducts him (it willing, and com- 
plying with his güfde) {.fc to the place whither 
he was travelling. 

It God kak apps! ted the bc efficacious 
means of obtaining u 8 and hath given us 
aflurance by covenant that we ſhall receive it 
by ufing the ſpectucd mes ns; he who looks for 
ubcorenanted n Crcies „ 1004 for what he hath 
no rcaton to £ A to nd: and he who thinks 
to reccive ſal vation by any other than the inſti- 
Luted means, hath great reaton to believe that 
he ſhall mect with difuppointment, becauſe he 
relics on means of his own imagination, in op- 
position to thois sed on by the Al. ighty; 
than which there cannot be thrown a 
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contempt upon God, or a more coſtly facrifice 
Offered to his own Vain conceit. Such men 
| would do well to conſider ſeriouſly what is ſaid 
by an inſpired writer be that dejpiſed M. 
law died without mercy, of how much ſcrer puniſh- 
ment ſoall he be thought worthy, who bath trodden 
under fort the Son of God, done deſpite to the ſpirit 
F grace, aud counted the blood of the covenant 
 wvherewith he was fanfified an unholy thing? 
which offences every baptized perſon is guilty . 
of, who d deſpiſeth, or doth not embrace, the 
evangelical ſcheme of ſalvatio a. - 
Ceaſe then, vain, conceited man, 1 thee 
art, that arraigneſt the ways of Providence, ceaſe 
to perſiſt in thy unreaſonable and unparalleled | 
boldnets, when thou heareſt that an hoſt of an- 
gels, beings far thy ſuperiors in wiſdom and 
knowledge -,hen thou heareſt that a hoſt of 
theſe heavenly ſpirits, in raptures at the amaze _ 
ing and gracious proceedings of Jehovah in fa- 
vour of man, did, upon the coming of the Meſ- 
ſiah into the world for our ſalvation, lift up their 
voices and fing—CG/ory 10 God in the higheſt, ch 
bath ſent peace 7% earth, and good will foroar d 
man! 5 
Leet us now ſpeak a few words to believers.— 
You tee that mercy has been freely offered to 


all men. We need not tell you that this mercy 


he who fulgiled all duties to man *J; o, under 
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Is tied to conditions. We will not overload 


your memory with the conditions; we will 
only deilire you to recollect that one of the 


apoſtles hach ſummed them up in one word, de- 
claring that without ole no men fbell fee the 
Lord —without ſuch an holineſs in thought, 
word, and decd, as he hath Pro o miſed to mY 105 


Ve ſay „one of the apoſtles hath ſumme d them 
up in once word, VIZ. HOL x E 88 for as, in the : 


lirft covenant, holineſs comprehended the ob⸗ 


ſervanco of poſitive as well as moral duties (for, 


in tl 10 Eft) ation 1 Un £ fewul philoſopher Philo, 


: co „ 4 * THC 1, was we who diſchar ged all the 


(dutie tO the Divi nc Being, as tne Jul. perſon was 


the {econ {ot COV Chant, 7 and Hi, the 25 


were people who ditcharged the whole cf wiz: 


was required by God: hence all the = 
are by St. Chryl oftom called e&yiu, holy +: and 
this learned father defincs row, the {4 . to be 
ſuch who afford no handle for ccaſure?. Jn 
Theophyla act's opinion, er, the by, ar . they 
who omitted no part of their duty to Gods, 
they who ne eglected none of thoſe things which. 


* Vide Phil. de Abrah.  Plntor, in Deraetr. 


F Vide IIomil. I. in Epilt ad {caps ie ver, . tom. ili. 


4 Vide Chryf. in Pf. CKEV. | 
S- Vide Theoph. Com. in Epill. 2 Fir caps i, ver. 8. 
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—- 


r1cy ought to do“. Holineſs then, under the 


1econd covenant, does not contain moral du- 


tles only „but the 15 feive n 5. In the firlt coye- 


— 10 


nant we rea bud one aire: duty, whicl was, 
not to cat Ot the fruit of the tree of the knowledge 
of go and evil. In the ſecord are the following: 
faith and repentance, bajttn anc the cucirirut, 

rhich are ſo many aclditional motives and lielps 
to a new. hie, Faith in the glei llaton 


7 SS * : Us LY — 3 © a" Þ © #%, * 4 % f Fa 2 ano 6 
Een (5 fo TO] We): , FE 1 IG OLTOLES beine 1 
= , Y N 


— | 1 wy 
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ing ACTLCGd Wrong, tene 's FO C45CTHC 1118 OL 
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repe ating the wrong by baptiſm we have a new 
birth Unto riglitegutnets: Am Dy Dartabing ol 
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. Ken. e 4 q 88 I 333 > 121 N POLY . 2 RET 1 
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ground of St. Paul's fo) ing that we are fnacti- 
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fed * — C EK TATAS VC. 14410 e . SITE Hedi 
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abſurd as to think of reconciling the hopes of 
eternal life with a courſe of viirwpoated wicked- 
neſs, or a life without amendment; for the rewards. 
of righteouſneſs will never be given to him who 
hath juſtly merited the wages of fin, 
Wi. need not exhort chriſtians to repentance, 
faith, and baptiſm, which are acknowledged by 
them all to be neceſſary; but as ſome people, if we 
may judge from their pr aQtice, think that che duty 
L of 1ecciving the facrameat of the Lord's [uppe: ; 
may be diſpenfed with, without any danger to 
their! 4 Alx at ion, WC ſhall ial mentie I. Oln ovinion, | 
_ which is this :—If a a wilful du Obedience to a p 
ſitive command of a dying Saviour will give us 
2 title to ſalvation, we may be 116 ed witliotit 
recriving his laſt f. upper, bur not eiſc. If his 
feſt be the breai of lite, and we can tire an 
eternal lite of joy without partiking of thai 
bread of lite, we may live eternally happy with- 
Out baraking ot the eiichariſt: but if the 
| bi ea. of } ite he bon * Lv the 14 PPOrt of char 
ute, WE cannot bye t at life without partaking 
dich at bread, He | is the bread {acramentai:- 
in OUT zudgmen the partaking, of che "Rp 
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compared with others, But as we have great 
reaſon to believe that Naaman would have been 
cured by no other waters, and we are informed that 
he was cured by the deſpiſed waters of Jordan, 
10 ſhall we be fanctified finally by no other 
means than the fpirit we receive upon partaking 
of che body and blood of Chriſt. For however 
unholy the blood of Chriſt may appear to ſome 
perſons for the purpoſe, yet as God can give 
virtue to whatever means he ſhall ſee fit, and 
hath aſſured us by his apoſtle that we ſhall be 
ſanctified by the blood of Chriſt, i. e. by partaking 
of it—-and as he is the Being who 1s to be ap- 
peaſed, and has annexed the benefit of the 
atonement to che body and blood of Chr iſt—we 
muſt either embrace the means, or loſe the be- 
nefit. For our further encouragement to this 
duty we may obſerve, that as the children of 
Iſracl, in the land of Eg pt, were by the ſprink- 
ling of the blood of the c paflover prelery ed from 
the deſtruction which pervaded the houſes of 
the Egyptians—and upon other occaſions were 
cleanfed from their pollutions by partaking of 
ſacrifices, all of which prefigured the efficiency 
of Chritt's blood, who is ſaid to be our paſſover 
and our ſacriſicc ſo ſhall thoſe only be preſerved 
from deſtrugion, from our grand enemy the 
Devil, who have received, and lo are marked 
ich, the blood of Chhriſt. a 
A ns 8 | AN 
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the road to happineſs, and requires us to perform 
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ſtinately to chooſe deſtruction. Nothing can 
reclaim us: an angel from heaven, or a meſ- 
ſenger from the guiph of miſery, would no: 
attract our attention. We either ſhould not 


believe them (for what can induce us to give 


credit to a meſſenger from either place, if we 
will not believe Jetus, who came down from 
heaven with the ſtrongeſt credentials—if we 
will not believ ec Jeſus, who, we have reaſon to 
be aſſured, reports the ſtate of the wicked, in 
the caſe of the rich man, as truly as one of thoſe | 
: unhappy wretches could ?)—we ſay, we ſhould 
either not believe the meſſengers, or divert the 
mind from their intelligence in the gratification 
of the then predominant patſion : and being 
thus unqualified for heaven, and fit only for the 
company of the condemned reprobates, we have 
great reaſon to fear that we ſhall have our 
portion with thoſe miuterable wretches, 
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